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KNO W 
WHERE 

YO U’RE AT
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EVALUATE AND BEGIN 
YO UR CO LLEGE SEARCH
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HO W DO  YO U WANT 
TO  APPLY?
KNO W YO UR TIMELINE
Diffe re nt institutions have  d iffe re nt 
ap p lication d ate s, d iffe re nt 
notification d ate s, d iffe re nt p riority 
d ate s, e tc. I’ll includ e  Baylor’s in the  
time line  se ction.

TEST O PTIO NAL VS 
TEST REQ UIRED
Ask for the m early and  ask the  rig ht 
p e op leDECISIO N PLANS

Please  d o  Early Action unle ss you’re  
waiting  for Fall g rad e s

What is Early De cision?
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EARLY DECISIO N
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• Ap p lication d ead line : O ctob e r/Nove mb e r
• Can only ap p ly ED to  one  school
• If you re ce ive  an acce p tance  le tte r and  commit, you must withd raw 

any ap p lications to  o the r schools
• Make  sure  you g e t your counse lor’s op inion b e fore  you ap p ly with 

Early De cision.
• Some  schools will re q uire  sig ne d  state me nts from stud e nt, te ache r, counse lor.

• Earlie r d e p osit d ead line .
• Some  schools will o ffe r Early De cision 2, b ut no t all.





BUILD YO UR 
APPLICATIO N
START EARLY
This will allow you to  g o  ahead  and  
start accruing  SATs and  ACTs to  use  if 
a school Sup e r Score s. RECO MMENDATIO N 

LETTERS
Ask for the m early and  ask the  rig ht 
p e op le

ESSAY ADVICE
Workshop  se ve ral d iffe re nt p romp ts 
and  find  out which one  you write  
b e st. *inse rt g e ne ral tip s he re *
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BUILD YO UR 
APPLICATIO N PT. 2
• Do e ve rything ! – d o  no t b e  conte nt with the  b are  

minimum to  the se  schools
• Take  ad vantag e  of op tional ite ms and  take  ad vantag e  of 

p lace s that are  ho listic re vie ws
• The  more  you g ive  us, the  more  we  can use  fo r your 

ap p lication
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KNO W YO UR 
AUDIENCE
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AUTO MATIC 
ACCEPTANCE?

HO LISTIC REVIEW
Eve ry stud e nt re g ard le ss of rank will 
b e  re vie we d  holistically and  no auto  
acce p tance s

TIER SYSTEM

Hyb rid  of automatic acce p tance  and  
holistic re vie w for those  that d o  not 
q ualify. Ex. Top  10% or SAT/ACT 
score s
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Examp le s includ e  UT Austin – Top  
6%, Texas Te ch – Top  10% or Top  25% 
with ce rtain score s

Most p rivate  schools will fall into  this 
b racke t



TEST O PTIO NAL VS 
TEST REQ UIRED
• What are  the  b e ne fits o f ap p lying  te st op t?
• Any d e trime nt?
• How strong  is your ap p lication without the  te st score s?
• Know the  ave rag e  of the  institution you’re  ap p lying  to
• Doe s the  school you’re  ap p lying  to  e ve n offe r te st 

op tional?

2024 12



TIMELINE

• Know the  time line  o f d iffe re nt institutions
• Know if the y have  multip le  with p lanne d  no tification 

d ate s, o r if the y’re  ro lling  ad missions

• Do not wait until the  we e k of to  fig ure  e ve rything  out
• Many p lace s have  d ig ital p ortals that acce ss is e sse ntial.
• Proce ssing  time s can b e  b rutal near the  d ead line

• Beat the  two-we e k rush
• We  g e t around  50% of all the  d ocume nts we  will g e t in 

one  year in the  2 we e ks b e fore  our EA d ead line
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WE’VE 
APPLIED, NO W 
WHAT?
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REFINE YO UR SEARCH

• Now that you’re  looking  ahead , your list o f schools may 
chang e !

• The  more  you g e t into  the  ap p lication p roce ss, you’ll se e  
some  schools p op  up  you ne ve r thoug ht o f, and  you’ll lose  
some  schools you ne ve r thoug ht you would

• In State  vs O ut o f State

• Do not p rice  any institution out

2024 Colleg e  Ad missions 16



HAVE CO NVERSATIO NS
THE CO LLEGE APPLICATIO N AND ENRO LLMENT PRO CESS IS NOT 
MEANT TO  BE A O NE-PERSO N J O B!

• Talk to  rep re sentative s from various institutions
• Unive rsitie s of all size s have  rep re sentative s b ecause  

your q uestions matte r.
• Use  your counse lor at the  Cyp re ss hig h schools!

• Learn more  from d ep artments
• See  if you can inte ract with your sp ecific school of 

choice !
• Have  a conve rsation with your p arents ab out what’s 

p ossib le
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VISIT
 Nothing  will g ive  you the  b e st insig ht into  what a school 

means to  you like  a visit to  camp us.

 Visiting  d uring  d iffe re nt time s o f the  year means d iffe re nt 
thing s to  you.
 The  more  you g e t into  the  p roce ss, the  more  you really 

start to  se e  the  institution as a home  ve rsus a school o r 
stats.

 Don’t just visit the  school, visit the  area, d o  what will b e  your 
routine .

 Maximize  your visit
 Tour g uid e s, d e p artme nt visits, housing  visits, e tc.

 The  intang ib le s matte r!
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HO W CAN WE MAKE IT PO SSIBLE?

2024

Afte r asse ssing  financial aid  p ackag es, whe re  d o  
you stand ?

We  can all use  more  money, so  why stop  ap p lying  
to  3rd  p arty scholarship s now?

Make  sure  you sub mit FAFSA and  CSS (if availab le ). 
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THE WO RLD O F 
SCHO LARSHIPS AND 
FINANCIAL AID
• This is a b ig  top ic that will b e  ve ry ind ivid ualized  to  the  school you’re  

ap p lying  to. KYD!

• What are  some  p ossib ilitie s for free  money?
• FAFSA, CSS, and  scholarship s

• Extra scholarship  events b y school
• Invitation to  Exce llence , Disting uished  Scholars Day, e tc., KYD!

• Dep artmental Scholarship s

• Third -Party
• Scholarship  Unive rse  (shout out to  Baylor)

• Tuition Freeze /Guarantee  Prog rams

• Hig h Cost of Attend ance  First Year
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WE’RE O KAY IF IT’S NOT US
Do what is b e st fo r you!

WE ALL GET ALO NG WE’RE ALL HERE TO  SUPPO RT YO U

2024 Colleg e  Ad missions 21



Q UESTIO NS?



BAYLO R’S MAILING 
LIST
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